
of these communities and ensuring we are 
able to have the best possible approaches to 
providing services for children, young people 
and their families. 

As a result of applications for disability 
funding (ILC) to the Australian Government 
and some lobbying to the ACT Government, 
we have managed to secure increased 
funding for our Kids Companions’ Program 
and Marymead’s Autism Centre. This 
increased funding will enable us to deliver 
new and expanded services in the region.

Marymead is also very excited to announce 
the development of an enduring partnership 

with NSW Education to commence a pilot 
project to roll out the extension of the 
Family Referral Service across high schools 
in Queanbeyan, Goulburn, and Young.   
The Family Referral Service will provide 
advice and links to high school students 
in need of assistance with appropriate 
services and other community support 
available in their local area.

The planning for the redevelopment of our 
Narrabundah site, which will include the 
building of an 84 house retirement village 
and purpose built Marymead facilities 
including new adaptable cottages and a 
centre featuring counselling rooms, family 
contact spaces and training and education 
facilities, is well underway. Most of the 
ACT staff will be temporarily relocated for 
two years to the Rheinberger Centre in 
Yarralumla in August, with off-site locations 
for some counselling services and contact 
services (and we will be retaining our office 
with CatholicCare at Watson), our mulch 
Program and accommodation houses under 
negotiation. 

Dear friends of Marymead, 

What a busy start to our fiftieth year it 
has been with some fantastic events 
and achievements that demonstrate our 
commitment to transforming the lives of 
children, young people and their families  
in the ACT and throughout regional areas  
of NSW.

We are delighted to be expanding our reach 
into these areas with the launch of two 
new offices and shopfronts in Goulburn 
and Young, allowing us to provide support 
services to even more people in need.  
Earlier this month we held the official 
opening of our new Goulburn office, 
collocated with CatholicCare Canberra 
& Goulburn, where together we are now 
providing a wide range of community 
services to the people of the Southern 
Tablelands, and our new office in Young 
which will also be collocated with  
St Vincent De Paul. Together our agencies 
will continue to be part of the development 

From the CEO
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The redevelopment of the Narrabundah 
site is key to diversifying Marymead’s 
long-term sustainability for the future 
and I look forward to keeping you 
updated with our progress.

Marymead, as the Brumbies Charity 
partner, was recently invited to join 
with the Brumbies for their Family 
Game Day at GIO Stadium. This gave 
Marymead a fantastic opportunity to 
raise awareness of our services and 
programs, with a particular focus on 
our mulch Program with some of their 
wonderful produce on display at the 
entrance of the stadium and seven of 
the mulch participants even running 
the ball out! Partnerships like these are 
so important to the work of Marymead, 
assisting us to raise awareness of our 
services to families in the community 
as well as much needed funds for 
services that rely upon donations.

Our 50th Anniversary year has been 
full of celebrations and it’s not 
over yet! Our next event is our 50th 
Anniversary luncheon being held at 
the Canberra Southern Cross Club 
Woden on Wednesday 21 June, which 
will be preceded by a Mass at Holy 
Trinity Curtin at 11.00am celebrated by 
Archbishop Christopher Prowse. It will 
be a wonderful celebration of all that 
Marymead, our supporters and clients 
have achieved over the last 50 years 
and I hope to see you there!

Yours sincerely,

Camilla Rowland 
Chief Executive Officer

From the Editor
Hi there,

This year has absolutely flown by, it feels 
like only yesterday I was writing my report 
for the Christmas edition! As you will see a 
lot has happened at Marymead in the first 
half of our 50th year. 

On Saturday 4 February, Marymead was 
delighted to partner with The ACT Office 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Affairs for their Yarramundi Market. It 
was a lovely day with many people from 
the community coming to enjoy the arts 
and craft, jewellery, educational stalls, 
cultural displays and of course all the 
delicious food!

On Sunday 26 February we had our  
Family Fun Day, exactly 50 years to the 
day of Marymead opening its doors in 
1967. Not only did we have great weather 
and around 400 people come along but 
we were fortunate enough to have some 
of the first clients of the houses, Sister 
Aileen Growe the first house mother, Frank 
Boyle the first Board member and George 
Wyer who found the land at Narrabundah 
for the Sisters, all come along to 
participate in the day!

The next date for your dairies, as Camilla 
has mentioned in her report, is our 50th 
Anniversary Luncheon on Wednesday  
21 June. For more information or to 
purchase tickets for the event please  
email events@marymead.org.au 

This year we are selling the Entertainment 
Books! For just $60 you will receive over 
$20,000 worth of discounts and vouchers 
to use in local cafes, restaurants, shops, 
attractions and activities, with 20% 
of the purchase price going directly to 
Marymead. I love my digital book and in a 
week I have already made my money back!  
More information on how you can purchase 
an Entertainment Book can be found on the 
last page of this edition of Marymedia.
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COVER PHOTO: SOME OF OUR WONDERFUL AUXILIARY, 
MONICA COSSART, MARGUERITE WISEMAN, JUDY 
MCMAHON AND SUE CLAUGHTON (L-R).  
PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY NEWS

2017 TAX APPEAL

A big thank you to everyone who supported 
our Christmas Appeal and giving trees last 
year, we are continually overwhelmed and 
amazing by your generosity! You helped to 
ensure that the families we support were 
able to have the Christmas they deserve, 
so thank you. 

And finally, just a quick reminder that it is 
nearly the end of the financial year and all 
donations of $2 or more are tax deductible 
and greatly appreciated!

Warmest regards, 
Cass Scutt 
Editor

ALL DONATIONS  
$2 AND OVER ARE  
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Support Marymead and help transform the lives of 
vulnerable children, young people and their families.

DONATE TODAY! go to marymead.org.au

mailto:events%40marymead.org.au?subject=
http://marymead.org.au


Marymead and ACT Playgroups are excited to announce the new Boundless Buddies 
Program! Children of all abilities, their parents, grandparents and carers are invited 
to the Boundless Playground every Monday from 10.00am to 11.30am for fun, 
therapeutic play activities for children.

The Boundless Buddies Program incorporates the delivery of facilitated therapeutic play 
activities for children of all abilities alongside the provision of support and information to 
parents. The exploratory play activities are designed to engage and include all children 
while allowing for targeted support for children with specific needs. 

The program will be regularly visited by a skilled and qualified professional, providing 
support, information and referral for parents in regards to their children’s development. 
Once completed, a schedule of upcoming visits will be available on Marymead’s website, 
marymead.org.au and on the Boundless website, boundlesscanberra.org.au

Parents can engage in the play activities with their children, seek advice and support 
from visiting professionals, relax in a supported social environment and make valuable 
connections with other parents.

During school terms the sessions are aimed at families with children aged zero to five  
and during school holidays sessions are aimed at families with children of all ages.  
The sessions are free and there is no need to book, all you need to bring is a water bottle 
and weather smart clothing.

For more information please call 6162 5800 or email programs@marymead.org.au

Marymead celebrated  
World Autism Awareness Day
Marymead’s Autism Centre held a 
discussion panel event / Q&A session 
coinciding with World Autism Awareness 
Day 2017 on Sunday 2 April on the topic 
of ‘Behaviour as Communication’. The 
panel was chaired by Jeanette Purkis and 
included other local Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD) experts including 
Psychologist Professor Rhonda Penney, 
Psychiatrist Dr Alex Lim, Psychologist Mark 
Scarborough and Occupational Therapist 
Sheila Norman. Marymead provided onsite 
childcare so that parents and carers could 
attend the event and their children could  
be safely entertained nearby. 

The event was a huge success with over  
70 people attending and 14 children 
being cared for by staff. A big thank you 
to everyone involved in coordinating the 
event; panel members, staff and  
volunteers and thanks also to everyone 
who came along on the day. We have had 
wonderful feedback from the attendees 
and intend to present more of these 
information forums in the future!

MARYMEAD  
AUTISM CENTRE

BOUNDLESS BUDDIES PROGRAM
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Our Coordination and Support Unit has been very  
busy establishing our new Intake Service for Marymead 
based in Canberra. Centralised Intake will enhance 
the quality of client screening and assessment and 
direct clients to the most appropriate service/s for their 
needs. Marymead’s Centralised Intake will also serve 
as an outbound referral service so that Marymead can 
assist community members to access wider community 
supports and external service providers. Marymead’s 
Centralised Intake will primarily be a telephone service 
however can accommodate ‘walk-ins’ and other internet-
based enquiries such as email, Marymead’s website or 
Facebook page.

To contact the Intake Service team please phone  
1800 427 920 or email intake@marymead.org.au

NEW CENTRAL  
INTAKE SERVICE  
at Marymead

CENTENARY OF CANBERRA NATIONAL PLAYGROUND

BOUNDLESS BUDDIES

News from the Programs

Marymead's Autism Centre is pleased 
to advise that Beyond Bank has recently 
become a supporter. 
If you are interested in opening an online 
savings account, consider Beyond Bank.  
On your behalf and at no cost to you, 
every year they will donate a percentage 
of account holders’ annual average 
balances to Marymead's Autism Centre. 
Just nominate us as your chosen registered 
charity when you open your account.  
For more information please visit 
beyondbank.com.au

http://marymead.org.au
mailto:programs%40marymead.org.au?subject=
mailto:intake%40marymead.org.au?subject=
http://beyondbank.com.au


News from the Programs

A big congratulations to mulch, Marymead’s Urban Land and 
Community Harvest Program, for winning multiple awards in the 
Garden Produce Section of the ActewAGL Royal Canberra Show.

MARYMEDIA  |  MAY 2017

This year, the Youth Coalition of the ACT held a festival at Harrison 
School on Friday 31 March to celebrate Youth Week. The festival 
provided an opportunity for students to connect with a range 
of services and people who will be able to support them. Many 
youth programs and community services were involved, as 
well as other schools, sporting groups and community groups 
with Marymead’s New Horizons Program being one of the 
organisations invited to attend.

New Horizons set up a stall to promote Marymead services and 
to provide information to students and young people about 
managing stress, which included two handouts on ‘Top 10 Stress 
Busters for Teens’ as well as a list of apps that are useful in 
promoting great mental health.

The team also had a jelly pit with ping pong balls which the young 
people had to try and get out with chopsticks (very challenging!). 
They would then talk about the stress ball topic that they had 
pulled from the jelly or would write their own stress down. The 
New Horizons stall also had a giant Connect Four and a giant 
mindfulness colouring in sheet.

It was a really successful event with young people performing on 
stage throughout the day, a sausage sizzle, numerous activities 
and stall holders. Young people came from Young, Yass and 
across Canberra to attend the event. 

Marymead's New Horizons Program is a free confidential mental 
health early intervention outreach support service for children  
and young people from zero to 18 years. For more information  
on the New Horizons Program please phone 1800 427 920  
or email newhorizons@marymead.org.au

YOUTH WEEK CELEBRATIONSmulch WINS AT THE ACTEWAGL  
ROYAL CANBERRA SHOW 2017

FIRST PLACE
• Beans – Green
• Beans – AOC
• Dwarf Eggplant

This makes 26 prizes won at the Canberra Show over four years, 
well done to Jeff Vivian and the mulch staff and participants!

SECOND PLACE
• Zucchini
• Garlic
• Four distinct varieties of culinary herbs.

NSW FOSTER CARE
Thinking of becoming a foster carer?

Please call NSW Foster Care on 6162 5800  
or email us at fcinfo@marymead.org.au

Marymead will be holding foster care 
information sessions in various  
locations this year. 

LOCATION SESSIONS 
MORUYA Wednesday 7 June 2017 at 6pm
 Moruya Golf Club, Evans Street Moruya

YASS Wednesday 2 August 2017 at 6pm
 Yass Soldiers Club, 86 Meehan Street Yass

MERIMBULA Friday 6 October 2017 at 6pm
 Pambula Merimbula Golf Club 
 173 Arthur Kaine Drive Merimbula

TEMORA Wednesday 6 December 2017 at 6pm 
 Temora Ex-Services Club 
 130 Baker Street Temora

For more information on mulch  
please phone 6162 5800 or email 
programs@marymead.org.au
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3 COURSE LUNCHEON
 INCLUDING BEVERAGES: BEER, WINE & SOFT DRINK

$65 PER PERSON / $650 PER TABLE OF TEN

DRESS – SMART CASUAL

MASS Holy Trinity Church / Curtin 11.00am
Please also join Archbishop Christopher Prowse  

prior to the luncheon as he celebrates a Mass  
recognising Marymead’s 50th Year.

Marymead’s 50th Anniversary

 Luncheon
WEDNESDAY 21  JUNE - 12.30pm 
 CANBERRA SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB - CORINNA STREET WODEN

BRUMBIES FAMILY GAME DAY 

Other News

50TH YEAR CELEBRATIONS
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BELOW R-L. CAMILLA ROWLAND, AILEEN GROWE, CARMEN WEBB  
(CAMILLERI) AND GEORGE WYER. PHOTO COURTESY CITY NEWS

GOULBURN OFFICE Official Opening
On Tuesday 2 May, Marymead, together with CatholicCare 
Canberra & Goulburn, held the official opening of our Goulburn 
office. The office was officially opened by the Archbishop of 
Canberra and Goulburn, Archbishop Christopher Prowse. 

A variety of stakeholders attended the event including Mayor  
Bob Kirk, staff of the Goulburn/Mulwaree council and staff 
of other community organsiations, with the official opening 
providing the attendees the opportunity to meet our team and 
learn more about our services and commitment to Goulburn and 
surrounding regions. 
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This year Marymead is celebrating 50 years of  
proudly supporting children and families in  
Canberra and surrounding regions of NSW!

For more information on the luncheon or any of the  other upcoming 
events, please visit our website or email events@marymead.org.au

Marymead was delighted to have partnered with the Brumbies 
for their Family Game Day on Sunday 30 April. It was a wonderful 
afternoon giving us an opportunity to raise awareness of Marymead 
and our programs with a particular focus on our mulch Program. 

We set up a display with produce from the mulch garden at the 
entrance of GIO Stadium, where Brumbies fans could come and 
speak to us about Marymead and mulch or buy a Brumbies  
horse head mask from us, with a percentage of the proceeds  
going to mulch.

Camilla Rowland, Marymead's CEO, did the coin toss and some  
of the mulch participants Petey, George, Matthew, Ronnie, Chris,  
Jesse and Tully even ran the ball out!

Although we didn’t win the game, we had beautiful weather and I 
know all the participants and staff who attended had a great time. 
A special thank you to everyone who came and said hello and of 
course the Brumbies for all their support!

R-L. ARCHBISHOP 
CHRISTOPHER PROWSE, 
CAMILLA ROWLAND,  
ANNE KIRWAN AND  
MAYOR BOB KIRK

FAMILY FUN DAY

mailto:events%40marymead.org.au?subject=


Astral Float Studio, Canberra Toyota, Synergy, Capital Air and Holcim who all generously 
sponsored a race. And of course a big thank you to all the organisations who kindly 
donated prizes and everyone who came along on the day! 

NEXGEN is always looking for new faces to join them so if you are want to contribute 
to the community all while having fun and making new friends please get in contact by 
sending an email to volunteering@marymead.org.au

We cannot thank NEXGEN enough for all the support they give Marymead. They are 
a fabulous group of young individuals whose big hearts and generosity make a real 
difference to the lives of the children and families we work with. Thank you NEXGEN!
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On Saturday 18 March, NEXGEN held 
their Annual Race Day which was another 
huge success, raising over $31,000 
for Marymead’s KC Getaways Program 
providing social support and respite 
for children and families impacted 
by disability. A huge thank you to the 
Canberra Outlet Centre, who was again 
the naming sponsor for the Race Day, 

Canberra Outlet Centre’s amazing generosity 
helps hundreds of families in need
Almost an entire shop full of baby items has been donated to Marymead by the Canberra 
Outlet Centre for distribution to families in need. The thousands of items donated 
included cots, linen, manchester, prams, car seats and strollers, brand new items that 
would normally be difficult to acquire for many disadvantaged families.

Collection of the donation was helped made possible by another well-known firm, 
Rumbles Removals & Storage, Queanbeyan NSW, who provided the truck and manpower 
needed to assist in moving the stock. The donated items have been distributed to 
families that Marymead is working with within the community with Marymead also 
providing some stock to other charities for distribution to their own clients.

Thank you to the Canberra Outlet Centre and Rumbles Removals & Storage!

MARYMEAD’S

EXCLUSIVE

PREVIEW 

1 JUNE
JEFF GRIFFITHS, MARYMEAD'S MARKETING UNIT MANAGER 
WITH CLAIRE READ, CANBERRA OUTLET CENTRE'S 
MARKETING MANAGER

mailto:volunteering%40marymead.org.au?subject=


THINKING OF VOLUNTEERING?
Would you also 
like to meet  
new people?
If you are thinking about 
volunteering and making 
a difference to the lives 
of children, young people 
and their families, maybe 
consider joining our Auxiliary 
or NEXGEN volunteers.

Perhaps you may have just left the workforce and are looking 
to meet new people? Our Auxiliary always welcome new 
members. Or perhaps you would like to join a dynamic team 
of young and fun individuals who are also making a real 
contribution to Marymead? Marymead’s NEXGEN is making a 
difference by giving back to the community.  

For more information about our Auxiliary and NEXGEN,  
contact the Student Placement and Volunteers Coordinator  
on 6162 5800 or email volunteering@marymead.org.au

There is just no stopping Marymead’s Auxiliary with Lorraine 
Jansen (President) and Libby Amiel (Treasurer) recently handing 
over a cheque for $74,500 to Camilla at their Annual General 
Meeting in March!! This cheque is a direct reflection of the many 
hours of hard work and dedication they all put in, year in and 
 year out.

It has been a busy start to the year for this amazing group of 
women, already holding two very successful Garage and Plant 
Sales, with the next being a clearance sale on 20 May where 
everything must go before we temporarily relocate to the 
Rheinberger Centre in Yarralumla. 

Another fabulous Auxiliary event coming up is a Marymead 
exclusive Preview Night on 1 June for the Tempo Theatre’s next 
production of Agatha Christie’s 'The Verdict'.  There will be lucky 
door prizes and all money made from ticket sales will be given to 
Marymead. Tickets are $35 each and can be purchased by calling 
Lorraine on 0413 241 219 but you better hurry, it’s shaping up to 
be an evening not to be missed and tickets are limited! 

Our wonderful Auxiliary work tirelessly to raise funds for 
Marymead and we continue to be amazed at their enthusiasm  
and hard work, we cannot express how grateful and appreciative 
we are of their continued support!

The Marymead  
Auxiliary
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Saturday 20 May SALE
9.00am–1.00pm  MARYMEAD  

255 GOYDER STREET NARRABUNDAH

CLEARANCE 

ALL STOCK MUST GO! Agatha Christie’s

VERDICT
DIRECTED BY JON ELPHICK 

Belconnen Theatre   
Belconnen Community Centre / 7.30pm

tempotheatre.org.au 
A Tempo Theatre Production

By Arrangement with Origin Theatrical on behalf of Samuel French LTD

MARYMEAD’S

EXCLUSIVE

PREVIEW 

1 JUNE

GARAGE  &  PLANT

mailto:volunteering%40marymead.org.au%20?subject=


If you would like to be removed from our mailing list please contact us on 02 6162 5800 or via email at programs@marymead.org.au or write to us at PO BOX 4260 Kingston ACT 2604.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERSHIP  Marymead acknowledges the traditional custodians of country 
throughout Australia and their continuing connection to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to them and their 
cultures, and to the elders both past and present.

CANBERRA
255 GOYDER STREET NARRABUNDAH 
PHONE 02 6162 5800  

PHONE 02 6162 5800  ›  FAX 02 6295 9944   ›  EMAIL enquiries@marymead.org.au marymead.org.au

MARYMEAD IS A CATHOLIC AGENCY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CANBERRA AND GOULBURN. ABN 90 677 510 841    

JOIN US ON

GOULBURN 
32 VERNER STREET GOULBURN  
PHONE 02 4827 1600

WAGGA WAGGA
36–40 GURWOOD STREET WAGGA WAGGA 
PHONE 0419 250 144

MORUYA
CORNER CAMPBELL & PAGE STREETS MORUYA 
PHONE 0406 375 247

Your Entertainment Book or Entertainment Digital Membership can be purchased through 
Marymead by visiting our Narrabundah site, emailing info@marymead.org.au  

or calling 6162 5828 or from the Canberra Outlet Centre’s Centre Management Office.

One great 
brand after 
the next.

Open 7 Days 10am - 6pm

Cnr of Newcastle St & Canberra Ave,

 Fyshwick

(02) 6112 6222

canberraoutletcentre.com.au

facebook.com/canberraoutletcentre

Visit www.canberraoutletcentre.com.au for more details.

One great 
brand after 
the next.

Open 7 Days 10am - 6pm

Cnr of Newcastle St & Canberra Ave,

 Fyshwick

(02) 6112 6222

canberraoutletcentre.com.au

facebook.com/canberraoutletcentre

Visit www.canberraoutletcentre.com.au for more details.

Join us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
Show your support for Marymead and keep up to date with the latest news and events 
by joining our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and promoting it to your friends. This 
social media provides a medium for us to connect with our community, reach clients, 
and promote the interests of young people and their families in Canberra and beyond.

Just some of  
our supporters…

 

FYSHWICK ACT
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