
services that have helped to support their 
lives. Although Marymead has worked with 
families in this situation for many years, 
to now have established an Autism Centre 
dedicated to providing specialist assistance 
including information, support, education 
and coordination services to over 2,000 
people, has been an incredible experience.  
We are absolutely delighted with the 
support and advice that has been provided 
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from ex-members of Autism Asperger ACT 
that have now become supporters of the new 
Marymead Autism Centre. I also want to thank 
RSM and King & Wood Mallesons for their 
amazing corporate support and hard work to 
enable the merger to take place. 

The second event was the achievement of 
organisation-wide accreditation with the 
Quality Improvement Council through the 
Quality Innovation Program (QIP).  

Dear friends of Marymead, 

The first couple of months of the new 
financial year have marked major milestone 
events for Marymead and demonstrates 
our commitment to transform the lives of 
families in our community.  

The first significant event was the merger 
with Autism Asperger ACT - an opportunity to 
assist people with autism and their families 
in the region to retain and develop some key 
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fleet sponsorship partner for the organisation 
which is Canberra Toyota. Canberra Toyota will 
be participating in many of our fundraising 
events, become our motor vehicle fleet 
provider and they have donated the use of a 
vehicle to our corporate team for our on-going 
marketing and events. We have also recently 
been chosen as AQUIS Brumbies charity 
partner from 2017. These partnerships are 
very exciting developments for Marymead 
as they assist us in raising awareness of our 
services for families in the community, as well 
as much needed funds for services which rely 
on donations.  I would also like to extend our 
sincere thanks to King & Wood Mallesons who 
raised money for much needed equipment for 
our mulch horticultural social enterprise.

Marymead is very excited to be participating in 
the Opening Doors Project.  This project aims 
to improve the range and quality of disability 
services in the ACT for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander People. This project will support 
initiatives in Marymead to increase our cultural 
competence across services and particularly 

Hello … 

I’m Cass, the new Marketing and 
Communications Coordinator and 
the new editor of Marymedia! I look 
forward to keeping you updated on all 
the exciting things happening here at 
Marymead. 

As you would have seen on the cover 
of this edition of Marymedia, we are 
excited to announce some new major 
partnerships. Their support is vital in 
helping Marymead do the work we do 
in the community and as always we 
encourage you to support those who 
support us!

Next year Marymead will proudly 
celebrate our 50th year of providing 
support and services to vulnerable 

From the Editor children and their families. To celebrate our 
50th anniversary we have a busy year of events 
coming up, a few of which can be found later 
on in the publication.

On Saturday 5 November we held our Annual 
Marymead Fete which was another huge 
success. A big thank you to everyone who 
came along and those who helped out, it was a 
great day had by all! 

A special thank you to St. Edmund's College staff 
for their community work at mulch earlier this 
year, to Marist College who donated funds raised 
from their Walkathon and St. Clare's College, who  
have been raising significant funds for Marymead 
all year. Thank you for all your support! 

As you may have seen in the last edition 
of Marymedia, our very own CEO Camilla 
Rowland took part in the annual St. Vincent 
de Paul CEO Sleepout. In enduring gale force 
winds and driving rain, Camilla managed to 
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Marymead has been working towards 
this for the past year to demonstrate 
that all our governance, management 
and importantly, service delivery, 
is of high quality.  We have been 
advised that Marymead has met 
QIP community, mental health, and 
disability standards as a result of the 
accreditation process.  I would like to 
express my congratulations to all the 
staff at Marymead as this has been a 
well-deserved team effort. 

Many people will be aware that 
Marymead has submitted a 
development application to the 
ACT Government for the property 
development of our Narrabundah site. 
This application is to redevelop three 
quarters of the site into a retirement 
village with independent living units 
and the other quarter will be dedicated 
to integrate purpose-built Marymead 
facilities to conduct our community 
services, including cottages and a 
building containing counselling, 
function, training and family contact 
spaces.  This development is key to 
diversifying Marymead’s income to 
ensure our long term sustainability for 
the community. We are hopeful that the 
application process will be finalised 
by the end of the year with the view to 
commence building in 2017.

I am delighted to advise that we have 
expanded our corporate and charity 
partners who are so important to the 
work of Marymead. We now have a new 

raise almost $3,000. Well done Camilla!

Christmas is now upon us, and as usual there 
are many ways you can make a real difference to 
children and their families; more information on 
how you can support Marymead this Christmas 
can be found in this edition of Marymedia. Any 
donation, big or small, is greatly appreciated. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all 
our amazing supporters and their families a 
safe and Merry Christmas and to thank you for 
your on-going support of Marymead.

I'll talk to you all in the  New Year!

Cass Scutt 
Editor

in our disability programs.  As a major 
result of this project, we are developing our 
Reconciliation Action Plan to the next stage 
to ensure that our actions are taking a more 
innovative path. We are looking forward to 
launching a new RAP in 2017.

Marymead now has a new look website 
which has been revamped to ensure 
easier navigation for clients and to 
reflect our commitment to our ACT and 
region community. Importantly, it also 
signifies our maturing as an organisation 
in understanding and commitment to 
reconciliation with the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community. We would 
love to have your feedback on the website 
and any items you would like included or 
changed.

Camilla Rowland 
Chief Executive Officer



"After teaching for eleven years I have to say yesterday afternoon was, without a doubt, a highlight. 

We had such a diverse range of students, quite a few of who have significant anxiety and PTSD. The 

environment that Cal created was exciting and supportive, and students who really struggle participating 

in general in-class activities were engaged and shining like I hadn’t seen before. Our PE Coordinator 

commented on the buzz that you could feel in the hall before we even started, and two hours later it was 

still evident. Cal had an instant rapport with the students that few people have the ability to create, and I 

don’t think I can put into words just what an incredible role-model he is for these young people!

I am so thankful for this opportunity that you have given our students and I know they are too. I really 

feel this program is just what our students need and I look forward to watching them grow over the 

coming weeks." 

TEACHER'S FEEDBACK

Yours sincerely, Leilah Ayton 

TEACHER AT ST FRANCIS XAVIER COLLEGE

Marymead has recently merged with 
Autism Asperger ACT (AAACT) to form 
Marymead’s Autism Centre.

The Autism Centre is located at 
Marymead’s Narrabundah ACT site 
and provides services and support to 
individuals and families affected by Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

Marymead’s Autism Centre provides 
the following services:
• ASD Specific Library
• Book Boxes Lending
• Autism Advisory Service
• Family Support
• Community Awareness
• Information and Referrals
• NDIS Pre-Planning
• NDIS Supports Coordination
• Education Programs –  
 Families/Organisations

For more information on Marymead’s 
Autism Centre please call 6162 5800 or 
email programs@marymead.org.au

Marymead is very pleased to extend our 
current early intervention outreach mental 
health program for children and young 
people to now provide services to assist 
refugees. 

This free service is provided with cultural 
sensitivity and where possible, in 
relationship with Humanitarian Settlement 
Services and other relevant agencies. Free 
translation and interpretation services are 
also available. 

As part of the new initiative, Marymead’s 
New Horizons Program has joined with 
Cal Bruton to deliver an exciting and 
innovative basketball clinic, hosted by 
St Francis Xavier College. The basketball 
clinic is specifically aimed at young people 
of a refugee background and others who 
may benefit. Cal, originally from New York 
City, was a National Basketball League 

News from the Programs

AUTISM CENTRE

NEW HORIZONS
Refugee Initiative
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The Canberra Autism Women’s 
Group facilitated by Jeanette Purkis, 
is open to women with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and 
mothers of daughters with ASD. 

The discussion group meets on the 
first Thursday of the month from 
7.30pm to 9:00pm in the Orpheus 
Room, Hellenic Club Woden.

(NBL) Championship player, coach in the 
Australian Basketball League and is in the 
NBL Hall of Fame. In addition to basketball 
skills, Cal’s clinics teach leadership, 
teamwork, confidence and resilience. 

New Horizons is funded by the 
Department of Social Services as a Family 
Mental Health Support Service to provide 
services for vulnerable families with 
children and young people 0–18 years of 
age, showing early signs of, or are at risk 
of developing mental health issues. 

These services include home visiting, 
counselling, group work, phone 
counselling and referral to other relevant 
services. New Horizons is accessible to 
children, young people and their families 
within the ACT and Queanbeyan areas, 
and additionally offers targeted support to 
humanitarian entrants within the ACT. 

For more information on New Horizons 
please call 1800 427 920 or  
email newhorizons@marymead.org.au

A HUGE THANK YOU CANBERRA TOYOTA 
WHO RECENTLY PROVIDED MARYMEAD 

WITH A NEW CAR! MARYMEAD IS 
DELIGHTED TO HAVE CANBERRA TOYOTA 

AS OUR NEW MOTOR VEHICLE FLEET 
SPONSORSHIP PARTNER.  



Dr. Richard Fletcher 
Being a Father in the 21st Century 
Marymead’s Family Skills & New Horizons Programs recently hosted an evening 
with Dr. Richard Fletcher, author of ‘The Dad Factor’. 

Dr Richard Fletcher is an Associate Professor in the Family Action Centre, Faculty of 
Health and Medicine, The University of Newcastle, NSW.  He has been conducting 
programs and research with boys, fathers and families for over 20 years and is the 
convenor of the Australian Fatherhood Research Network.  

The session discussed, among other things, how fathers influence their children and 
the impact a positive relationship can have on a child’s life.

A big thank you to Dr. Richard Fletcher, the evening was a huge success with lots of 
great feedback.

“.. Yes I really enjoyed the 21st century dad event last week. It was quite refreshing to 
hear how influential fathers can be to their children!..” A FATHER WHO ATTENDED THE EVENING

News from the Programs
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FAMILY SKILLS AND NEW HORIZONS

RICKY STUART HOUSE 
AFP Canine Unit Visit
Australian Federal Police dogs Harlow, Delta, Ralph and Charlie 
took a break from their training to visit Ricky Stuart House recently.

Delta showed off her digging skills while Harlow, Ralph and Charlie 
enjoyed playing with the children.

Ricky Stuart House, located in Chifley (ACT) provides short-term 
respite for children and families impacted by disability. 

For more information on Marymead’s Accommodation Services 
please call 02 6162 5800 or email pods@marymead.org.au

Marymead recently helped sponsor the Bundoo Warriors football 
team at Batemans Bay on the South Coast. The name Bundoo 
is an Aboriginal name in the Batemans Bay area for the Clyde 
Mountain and River. Funds went towards the football jerseys, 
shorts and socks for the team members.

The team loved the footy gear and played really well, even 
making it to the semi -finals. Well done Bundoo Warriors!

BUNDOO WARRIORS 
Football Team

NSW FOSTER CARE

Thinking of becoming  
a foster carer?
Call NSW Foster Care on 6162 5800 or 
email us at fcinfo@marymead.org.au 

FOSTER CARE INFORMATION 
SESSIONS 2017
Wednesday 1 February Crookwell

Wednesday 5 April Wagga Wagga

Wednesday 7 June  Moruya

Wednesday 2 August  Canberra

Wednesday 4 October Cowra

Wednesday 6 December Temora
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Other News

Marymead, together with the YWCA 
Canberra, Northside Community Service, 
Woden Community Service, Community 
Service #1, The Smith Family (Canberra), 
Karralika and ACTCOSS jointly held 
a wonderful NAIDOC celebration at 
Marymead's Canberra office on 5 July. 

Even though it was cold and the rain 
engulfed us, Johnny Huckle entertained 
the crowds together with Roland Brown 
aka 'Dark Rose' with his amazing 
didgeridoo playing, Benny Tompkins 
held a smoking ceremony, the Torres 
Strait Islander Dancers performed and 
Fran Crowe delighted the children with 
her wonderful artwork. There was also 
a Human Library which was filled with 
enriching Indigenous stories.  

Coles Manuka Canberra donated the 
food for the day together with sausages 
proudly donated by the Griffith Butchery. 
A big thank you to everyone who was 
involved!

Marymead proudly hosted the launch of 
Tjillari Justice Aboriginal Corporation’s 
poster, 'The Bill of Rights of the Children 
of Parents Inside'. The Bill of Rights is 
intended to give children a voice and is an 
important step forward in advocating for 
children’s rights in the ACT and for the rest 
of Australia.

Tjillari Justice Aboriginal Corporation 
exists to reduce the number of children 
transitioning from parental incarceration 
into the juvenile justice system, and on to 
adult offending.

Tjillari Justice Corporation is run by ACT 
Women of Spirit 2016 Award Winner 
Deborah Evans.

NAIDOC WEEK 
CELEBRATIONS

TJILLARI JUSTICE  
ABORIGINAL 
CORPORATION’S
Bill of Rights Poster Launch
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CHILDREN’S WEEK 
AWARDS 2016
Each year the ACT Children’s Week 
Committee receives nominations for 
Children’s Week Awards to recognise 
people and organisations in the community 
who have ‘made a difference’ to children 
and young people, or young people who 
have been an example for others.

Marymead is delighted to be nominated 
for a 2016 Children’s Week Community for 
Children Award, for making an outstanding 
contribution to children and young people 
in the ACT.

Marymead was nominated by  ACT 
Playgroups Association.

"ACT Playgroups would like to nominate 
Camilla Rowland and the Marymead 
team (especially Cara Jacobs) for their 
enthusiasm and passion about services 
and support for young families in the ACT 
and region. This commitment has been 
shown by Camilla and her team in a few 
short months, where they have established 
new programs and directions, supported 
emerging activities (like the Boundless 
Activity Program) and offered support to 
struggling essential family supports. This 
is epitomised by their recent merger with 
Autism Asperger ACT – where they stepped 
in to save this organisation, its staff, 
families and clients on the brink of collapse. 
Marymead’s attitude of supporting families 
and children above any other concerns 
is both admirable and sadly rare in the 
current climate. Camilla has also shown 
her dedication to this sector through her 
previous work as the CEO of Karalika and 
through her role on the ACTCOSS Board. 
ACT Playgroups is proud to work with this 
caring and compassionate team".

Thank you to ACT Playgroups Association 
and the ACT Children’s Week Committee  
for this wonderful nomination! 

Marymead would like to say a huge thank 
you to Dymocks who donated $3,500 worth 
of brand new books to Marymead. These 
books will be used by Marymead’s At Home 
With Books Program which aims to give 
vulnerable children and young adults a 
brand new book each month.  

Visit a Dymocks store in the ACT and while 
you are there ask them how you can make 
a donation. All donations at Dymocks ACT 
stores will go towards our At Home With 
Books Program. Thank you Dymocks!
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NEXGEN
It has been another big year for our wonderful NEXGEN volunteers! 
They recently donated $43,000 to Marymead from funds raised 
over the year. This is yet another wonderful donation from 
NEXGEN, who have donated $116,000 since its creation in 2012. 

On 10 November, NEXGEN held their annual Cocktails for a Cause 
event at the Kingston Foreshore. It was a great evening, raising 
much needed funds for Marymead.

NEXGEN’s Annual Race Day is coming up on Saturday 18 March 
2017.  It will be a day full of fun, races and excitement with all 
money raised going to Marymead’s KC Getaways Program, 
providing social support and respite for children and families 
impacted by disability. 

This amazing group of young individuals have made a lot possible 
for our programs particularly Marymead’s Kids' Companions  
and mulch, and we cannot thank them enough for their 
outstanding efforts!

WOW! 50 YEARS ON!
Next year Marymead will be celebrating 50 years of 
supporting children and families in Canberra and 
surrounding regions of NSW!
The year will be jam-packed with events to celebrate including 
a 50th Anniversary Picnic, a 50th Anniversary Race Day, a 
Mass and luncheon and much, much more… Please keep an 
eye out for more information on these wonderful events. 

Sunday 26 February 2017
50th Year Anniversary Picnic 

Have you worked or volunteered for Marymead? Did you 
walk in the Walkaton or attend a Marymead event? Have you 
utilised one or more of Marymead’s services? 

If so, you are invited to a picnic at Marymead’s Narrabundah 
site. It will be held on Sunday 26 February 2017 from 11:30am. 

Come along and enjoy a picnic with the Marymead community!

Saturday 18 March 2017
Marymead’s 50th Anniversary Annual Race Day 

For more information on any of the upcoming events  
please call 6162 5800 or email events@marymead.org.au 18 MARCH 2017SAVE THE DATE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT  
CASS SCUTT ON 6162 5800  

OR EMAIL events@marymead.org.au
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News

Marymead is excited to announce that we will be partnering with 
the AQUIS Brumbies in 2017. Make sure you keep your eye out for 

some fantastic events coming up next year and make sure you 
support the Brumbies by going along to their home games! 

ROUND 2 – Brumbies V Sharks  Saturday 4 March, 7:45pm
ROUND 3 – Brumbies V Force  Friday 10 March, 7:45pm

For more home game dates visit brumbies.com.au



THINKING OF 
VOLUNTEERING?
Would you also like to 
meet new people?
If you are thinking about volunteering 
and making a difference to the lives of 
children, young people and their families, 
maybe consider joining our Auxiliary or 
NEXGEN volunteers.

Perhaps you may have just left the 
workforce and are looking to meet new 
people? Our Auxiliary always welcome 
new members.  Or perhaps you would like 
to join a dynamic team of young and fun 
individuals who are also making a real 
contribution to Marymead? Marymead’s 
NEXGEN is making a difference by giving 
back to the community. 

For more information about our  
Auxiliary and NEXGEN,  
please call 6162 5800 or or email 
volunteering@marymead.org.au

The Marymead Auxiliary has again achieved a fantastic result this year. 
The recent Monster Garage and Plant Sale, just one of the highlights, 
was a huge success, raising $17,000 for Marymead!
The Annual Fete on Saturday 5 November was also a great day, with many people from 
the community coming along to enjoy the sunshine, support Marymead and help raise 
almost $20,000!

Our wonderful Auxiliary never cease to amaze, with their tireless effort and commitment 
to raising money for Marymead. We just can’t thank them enough!
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For further information regarding any of these events,
 or if you would like to join the Marymead Auxiliary 
please contact Joanne Dean-Ritchie on 6162 5800

or email events@marymead.org.au

Did you know that you can 
purchase from the Marymead 

Auxiliary's Nursery
ALL YEAR ROUND!

That’s right! Our Narrabundah 
nursery is now open 

every Monday morning*

from 10.00am until Noon
*Except Public Holidays

GROUND-COVERS  |  HERBS

|  PERENNIALS  |  SHRUBS  |  TREES

255 GOYDER STREET NARRABUNDAH ACT marymead.org.au
MARYMEAD IS A CATHOLIC AGENCY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CANBERRA AND GOULBURN. ABN 90 677 510 841 

SATURDAY 24 September 9.00am–1.00pm

SATURDAY 7 May 9.00am–1.00pm

Plant
Spring
SALE

Join us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
Show your support for Marymead and keep up to date with the 
latest news and events by joining our Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram and promoting it to your friends. This social media 
provides a medium for us to connect with our community, reach 
clients, and promote the interests of young people and their 
families in Canberra and beyond.

News

THE MARYMEAD AUXILIARY

GOVERNMENT HOUSE - MORNING TEA

SORBET FASHION PARADE - CANBERRA OUTLET CENTRE GOVERNMENT HOUSE - MORNING TEA

ANNUAL FETE ANNUAL FETE

GOVERNMENT HOUSE - MORNING TEA

ANNUAL FETE

ANNUAL FETE



Just some of  
our supporters…

 

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list please contact us on 02 6162 5800 or via email at programs@marymead.org.au or write to us at PO BOX 4260 Kingston ACT 2604.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERSHIP  Marymead acknowledges the traditional custodians of 
country throughout Australia and their continuing connection to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to 
them and their cultures, and to the elders both past and present.

CANBERRA - SOUTH
255 GOYDER STREET 
NARRABUNDAH 
PHONE 02 6162 5800  

PHONE 02 6162 5800  ›  FAX 02 6295 9944   ›  EMAIL enquiries@marymead.org.au marymead.org.au

MARYMEAD IS A CATHOLIC AGENCY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CANBERRA AND GOULBURN. ABN 90 677 510 841    

JOIN US ON

2
DONATE A GIFT 

FOR A CHILD OR  
YOUNG PERSON 

PREFERABLY  
UNWRAPPED 

PLEASE

3
PURCHASE A GIFT 
CARD/VOUCHER 

FOR THE CHILDREN  
AND FAMILIES WITH  

WHOM WE WORK

4
ORGANISE 

A GIVING TREE
FOR YOUR  

WORKPLACE

SOME SUGGESTIONS ARE:  
Grocery Gift Cards / Vouchers
Store Gift Cards / Vouchers, 

Movie Tickets, School Holiday 
Activity Tickets

 PLEASE DROP THE GIFTS  
INTO MARYMEAD BEFORE 

15TH DECEMBER

 PLEASE DROP THE GIFTS  
INTO MARYMEAD BEFORE 

15TH DECEMBER

1
MAKE A DONATION 

VIA OUR WEBSITE 
marymead.org.au 

DONATIONS OF  
$2.00 OR MORE ARE  

TAX DEDUCTIBLE

TM

Have you ordered your  
Christmas ham and turkeys yet?  

Or tried Richard’s amazing smoked 
ocean trout? Now’s the time! 

GRIFFITH SHOPS BARKER STREET, GRIFFITH 
PHONE 6295 9781  

OR VISIT griffithbutchery.com.au

TM

You can make a difference

Help Marymead give vulnerable 
children and families  

the Christmas they deserve.
There are a few ways you can make a difference to vulnerable 

children and their families this Christmas. 

FYSHWICK ACT

If you are a member of the  
Canberra Southern Cross Club 

supporting Marymead has  
just become easier…

Simply nominate Marymead as your preferred 
charity and 10% of your food and beverage spend  

at it's venues*  will be donated to Marymead!

*10% of member spend is calculated on food and beverage 
purchases at Canberra Southern Cross Club Woden,  

Jamison, Tuggeranong and Yacht Club venues.  
Functions and purchases made on the boat are not included.

JUST LET THE CLUB KNOW 

NEXT TIME YOU VISIT!

REWARDS PROGRAM

CANBERRA - NORTH
BLACKFRIARS BUILDING
223 ANTILL STREET WATSON
PHONE 02 6162 5800 
 

GOULBURN 
34 VERNER STREET 
GOULBURN  
PHONE 02 4827 1600

WAGGA WAGGA
36–40 GURWOOD STREET 
WAGGA WAGGA 
PHONE 0419 250 144

MORUYA
CORNER CAMPBELL &  
PAGE STREETS MORUYA 
PHONE 0406 375 247


