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We have also been busy reviewing 
Marymead’s Day Program for school leavers 
with disabilities. The review will aim to 
restructure the goals and objectives for 
participants, drawing on their strengths 
and talents, whilst at the same time 
developing a more innovative model with a 
stronger focus on skill-building. The project 
is progressing well, watch this space!

In January we introduced the Preservation 
Program in the Young and Cootamundra 
region as part of a great NSW Government 
Family & Community Services initiative.  
The Preservation Program provides 
strategies, case management and hands-
on intensive support to help families 
function and stay together with the aim to 
avoid removing children from the home.

We are getting very excited as the 
redevelopment of the Marymead 
Narrabundah site is starting to really take 
shape. I look forward to welcoming you all 
and showing you around the redeveloped 
site in the second half of 2019. Marymead 
has also been very busy fundraising for our 
Buy-A-Brick Appeal to build Care Cottages 
for crisis and respite accommodation 
for children, young people and families. 
Presently Marymead has raised close 

to $300,000. This includes a wonderful 
$100,000 from Fiona O'Donnell and her 
family and a $4,000 contribution from 
the Marymead Auxiliary. Marymead also 
received a very generous $40,000 towards 
our Buy-A-Brick Appeal from the Federal 
Parliamentary Press Gallery Wid-Winter Ball. 
Vikings Group, naming Marymead Charity  
of the Year 18/19, have also pledged another 
$100,000. Thank you to all of our generous 
donors and supporters. We are very grateful  
of each and every support, big and small,  
as it makes an incredible difference. 

I would like to sincerely thank the Marymead 
Auxiliary and NEXGEN for their enormous 
fundraising efforts, who are working hard 
towards hosting various special events 
this year. They are both incredible groups 
of people that dedicate an enormous 
amount of time and energy to support our 
organisation.

I look forward to another busy year meeting 
the needs of the community with your 
support.

Kind Regards,

Dear friends of Marymead,
I am very pleased to announce that 
Marymead was selected in December as 
the winners of the ACT Chief Minister’s 
Commendation Award for ‘Innovation in 
Design to Create Inclusion of People with 
Disability’ for our Access Day Program for 
people with autism in the region to access 
activities in public spaces and businesses. 
This was a wonderful result and a great 
reminder of the value of the program.

We then hit the ground running at the 
beginning of 2019 as we have continued 
to deliver our services for children, young 
people and families in the ACT and regional 
NSW. In particular, we experienced a high 
volume of families with disabilities take up 
our short term accommodation service for 
their children and young people during the 
holiday period. 

From the CEO
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Hello. It’s hard to believe we are a quarter of the way through the year already! 

Marymead has a lot of exciting things prepared for the year ahead including the relocation of 
Canberra’s offices back to our original site in Narrabundah. The redevelopment will make an 
incredible difference to staff and clients and will positively support us to continue delivering 
quality therapeutic services.

The wonderful Auxiliary volunteers donated $4,000 towards our Care Cottages that will be 
located at our Narrabundah site. Also, our NEXGEN volunteers are currently raising $40,000 
to go towards the completion of a therapeutic playground to be included at our new site. The 
continuing support and incredible passion and dedication of these successful fundraising 
groups truly are part of the backbone of the organisation. The redevelopment will include 
a space dedicated to host our incredible volunteers. Thank you to everyone who supports 
these fundraising events, in particular the volunteers that dedicate time, skill and energy to 
coordinate these. 

Another warm thank you to all of our other versatile volunteers for your support, big and 
small, as it makes an incredible difference to our organisation and those we support. We have 
volunteers that assist with administrative duties and the production and facilitation of our 
programs. The individual kindness continues to blow us away!
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From the Editor

I would like to recognise and acknowledge all the Canberra staff for being incredibly patient 
and adaptable in our short time in the Rheinberger Centre as we begin the countdown to our 
relocation. It wasn’t always easy, but we managed to do the best with the space we had. The 
relocation to Narrabundah will provide a spacious environment with quality facilities that will 
aid our service delivery and the expansion of our organisation. I look forward to working in 
this space with you.

Redevelopment aside, 2019 is shaping up to be a momentous 
year for Marymead, as we continually work towards evolving, 
growing and strengthening our programs and implementing 
new services including soon introducing the development of 
Azure Village, an independent living retirement village. Keep 
your eyes peeled for details of Marymead’s expansion and new 
year’s drive! 

Warmth,
Emma Brill 
Editor 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERSHIP 
Marymead acknowledges the traditional custodians of country throughout Australia 
and their continuing connection to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to 
them and their cultures, and to the elders both past and present. 

Narrabundah Redevelopment

Our redevelopment is coming to its final stages. 
We can’t wait to see this project finished!

Marymead Annual Report 2017/18 
RIGHT: Highlights excerpt

HIGHLIGHTS 2017/18

Accommodation and 
Support Services Unit

90 Clients 
Accessed Programs 
Overnight Respite and In-Home Support

Counselling and Education Unit

NEW HORIZONS
Supported 213 Clients 

ARCK
Undertook 226 Individual  
Counselling Sessions

KAYAKS
Undertook 586 Individual  
Counselling Sessions

GRANDPARENT'S GROUP
Supported

27 Grandparents

FAMILY SKILLS
Parenting Groups Supported

200 People

THE CENTRE FOR EARLY LIFE MATTERS

Supported 47 Clients

Permanency Program Unit

34%

Supported 141 
Children & Young People 

GROWTHSupported 102 
Carer Households

20%

Skills Development / 
Community Engagement Unit

Coordination and 
Support Services Unit

1,707 Changeovers plus

730 Supervised Contact Visits

NDIS SUPPORT COORDINATION
Supported 87 Clients 

NSW Family Referral Service
Supported over 230 Clients

MULCH
Engaged 28 Individuals Each Week

AUTISM CENTRE

26 Young People with Autism
Played Dungeons & Dragons Each Week

KIDS' COMPANIONS

Worked with 45 Children
BOUNDLESS BUDDIES
Often Exceeded 

100 People Per Session

GROWTH
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Autism Centre
Congratulations! A wonderful initiative 
with an absolutely awesome outcome.

The Marymead Autism Centre was 
recognised for its valuable work with 
the Access Days Program in December 
2018 when it received a Commendation 
Award for ‘Innovation in Design to Create 
Inclusion of People with Disability’ at 
the 2018 ACT Chief Minister's Inclusion 
Awards.

Access Days provide quiet sessions at 
mainstream recreational businesses 
(such as, BlocHaus, Flipout) where 
environmental stimuli are reduced to 
enable families with children on the 
autism spectrum to attend. Staff at these 
venues receive autism awareness training 
by Marymead Autism Centre staff prior to 
them hosting Access Day events. Access 
Days are very popular, enabling many 
families to participate in activities that 
might otherwise not be possible. In the 
past six months, 22 Access Days were 
 held at a range of venues with a total  
of 250 participants.

Helen Gardner / Unit Manager Skills 
Development/Community Engagement 

MARYMEAD AUTISM CENTRE RECEIVES NDIS INFORMATION 
LINKAGES AND CAPACITY BUILDING (ILC) FUNDING.

It is an absolute pleasure to be able to 
spread joy and assist families in what 
can be a difficult and overwhelming 
time of year. 

Marymead received more than $30,000 
worth of gifts as a part of our Christmas 
Giving Tree Appeal. Christmas gifts were 
generously donated by the surrounding 
community and from special individuals  
from the generous Christmas Giving 
Trees and from individual donations from 
the surrounding community. Marymead 
was very lucky to receive support from 
the Department of Human Services, 
Canberra Grammar School, Knight Frank, 
Attorney-General's Department, Catholic 
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Mid-Winter Ball
The Federal Parliamentary Press Gallery 
Mid-Winter Ball was held in early 
September. The event brings together 
the journalistic, political and corporate 
chiefs of Australia and includes ranks of all 
parliamentary parties including the Prime 
Minister and Leader of the Opposition. The 
Ball has successfully raised $3.83 million 
for charity over 18 years.

This year Marymead was one of the charity 
recipients alongside GIVIT, Indigenous 
Reading Project, Mummy's Wish and 
others. Marymead received a very 
generous $40,000 towards our  
Buy-A-Brick Appeal. We are very grateful!

Hotel Kurrajong 
Marymead’s Kids’ Companions 
Program treated to a very  
Merry Christmas by Hotel Kurrajong! 

Hotel Kurrajong generously gifted 
Marymead’s Kids’ Companions group a very 
special Christmas party! Hotel Kurrajong 
hosted 109 Kids’ Companions participants, 
their families and volunteers, providing 
activities, games, food, and gifts, as well as 
a visit from Santa! The afternoon event was a 
wonderful way to celebrate and support the 
Kids’ Companions children and families. 

Thank you Hotel Kurrajong for your 
outstanding generosity! 

The Kids’ Companions Program provides 
social and recreational support for children 
and young people who experience social 
isolation due to the experience of disability 
and metal health issues within their family. 
Through participation in the program’s 
activities, children and young people have 
the opportunity to develop and build social 
skills, friendships, resilience, health and 
well-being.

KIDS’ COMPANIONS RECEIVES FUNDING FROM THE ACT  
HEALTH DIRECTORATE AND NDIS INFORMATION, LINKAGES AND 
CAPACITY BUILDING (ILC) GRANTS.
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News from the Programs

Sausage Sizzle 
Fundraiser 
 

AUTISM CENTRE

26 Young People with Autism
Played Dungeons & Dragons Each Week

Education Office, Coombs Early Learning 
Centre, Nipperville Early Learning, Australian 
Bureau of Statistics, Santa Sue Redstone and 
Dimension Data. Vikings also contributed 
15 Christmas Hams that were given to our 
Grandparent’s Group.

A very big thank you to all those who 
participated and assisted countless families 
celebrate Christmas! 

Christmas Giving Trees

ESG MatchWorks, a community-based, 
not-for-profit employment services 
provider, had a Sausage Sizzle fundraiser 
for Marymead at Bunnings - Majura 
Park on Friday 15 March. Thank you 
Matchworks!

ESG MatchWorks understands how 
important it is for people to find a job 
that suits their skills and abilities and 
how important it is to keep that job. 
Whether their job seekers are living 
with a disability or are disadvantaged 
in any way, they have the resources and 
connections to help people find a job  
that is right for them. 

Call 1300 13 23 63 to speak to a member 
of their expert team today. 
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News from the Programs

mulch Official Opening 
In October, mulch (Marymead’s Urban Land Community Harvest) hosted the official 
opening of the new horticultural site in Stirling. mulch has been operating since January 
2013 and provides adults with disability an opportunity to work in a productive urban 
farm engaging in seed-to-sale process - growing and selling produce to the community.

We were delighted to have Ngunnawal Elder Serena Williams do a Welcome to Country 
and Natalie Howson, Director-General of the ACT Education Directorate officially open 
mulch and plant a tree to mark the occasion.

Thank you to everyone for coming along to the opening and a special thank you to King & 
Wood Mallesons and the Rotary Club of Hall for their continued support of mulch.

The Rotary Club of Hall have been generous supporters of Marymead, having previously 
donated $5,000 when the Stirling site first relocated. The Rotary Club of Hall then 
surprised us at the launch with another $5,000 cheque to contribute to the thriving 
mulch Program! Marymead is very lucky to have The Rotary's ongoing support.

Thank you to all those who attended and contributed to making this day so special! 

Azure Village
Azure Village offers a new level of 
choice for Canberrans when they are 
considering how they want to live post-
retirement. 

Located in the city's beautiful Inner 
South, the 84 luxury homes within  
Azure Village are close to Kingston, 
Manuka, the walking trails of Red Hill 
and recreational facilities including 
gyms and golf. 

The Azure Village Grand Opening will 
take place during the Family Fun Day, 
with four homes ready for you to tour. 

Join us at our Family Fun Day and get 
a first look at the community we are 
building at Azure Village.

There will also be live music, activities 
for the kids including face painting,  
and a BBQ lunch. We look forward to 
seeing you at the Family Fun Day and  
Azure Village Grand Opening on 
Saturday 13 April from 12 Noon  
to 2.00pm!

You can change a child’s life…

and there is no better time than now! 

Marymead Permanency Care is urgently seeking carers who are 
willing to provide a safe and nurturing home for children and 
young people aged zero to 18. Whether it be just for one night,  
a short time or a lifetime!

Marymead provides carers with ongoing training, guidance and  
support including financial support and a dedicated case worker. 

If you’re ready to change a child’s life,  
or for more information, please call 1800 427 920  
or email fcinfo@marymead.org.au 

We need  
you & they 
need you
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Display Village  
Grand Opening

13 April
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The Marymead Auxiliary 
The Auxiliary had an overwhelmingly successfully 2018 and is already very busy 
preparing for 2019.

Marymead’s Auxiliary finished the year hosting The Annual Marymead Fete which raised 
an impressive $15,800. The day was wonderful and had a friendly and fun atmosphere 
as per usual. The Auxiliary has kicked off 2019 with a seasonal garage sale and is now 
hard at work preparing for fundraising events that will continue to raise generous funds 
for Marymead in 2019. 

Marymead is very lucky to have such a wonderful group of ladies that donate so much 
time, effort and passion. We are very grateful, and although a simple thank you never 
seems enough –thank you ladies! 

Please see the calendar for upcoming events, including the upcoming Garage and  
Plant Sale. 

NEXGEN

NEXGEN hosted the Annual  
Canberra Outlet Charity Race Day!
NEXGEN hosted another successful Charity Race Day on Saturday 23rd March at 
Thoroughbred Park. For the seventh year running NEXGEN hosted a fun and fabulous 
day enjoying the races, including a three course meal together with a drinks package, 
Fashions on the Field, Fashions in the Room, Punters Club prizes and much, much more. 
Proceeds raised will go directly to the installation and completion of a therapeutic 
playground at our Narrabundah site. A special thank you to Canberra Outlet who 
continually support us as major sponsor. And a big thank you to NEXGEN for providing 
Marymead with such a successful fundraising event! 

In November, NEXGEN hosted an awesome Trivia Night at the Vikings Town Centre filled 
with fun and games, contributing to the construction of the therapeutic playground. 

Thank you NEXGEN - you really are an extraordinary group!

PAGE 6

MARYMEDIA | MARCH 2019

Fundraising News

Deciding where to buy your 
entertainment books or App?
Canberra Outlet will be supporting Marymead 
through the distribution of entertainment books!

The entertainment books are filled with excellent 
discounts up to 50% off or 2-for-1 style offers with 
guides to dining attractions, shopping and more! 

Volunteering 
Marymead’s volunteering just keeps 
on expanding! To our new and existing 
volunteers, we appreciate all your time, 
skills and energy that you dedicate 
to contribute to making a valuable 
difference to the lives of those in the 
community who need our services. 
Thank you, we love your work! 

Volunteering is a great way to meet  
new people, experience new things  
and give a little back to the community 
by helping those in need.

To find out more about our current 
opportunities, check out our website  
at marymead.org.au/volunteering or 
email volunteering@marymead.org.au
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   SATURDAY 6 April
Autumn

 SATURDAY 13 April

 SATURDAY 1 June
TNA Turns Pink 4! 

Hosted by  
Tuggeranong Netball

TBA 
June
VIKINGS Group Ball

TBA 
July
Winter

TBA 
July
Marymead Canberra 
relocates to original site  
in Narrabundah

TBA 
July

 SATURDAY 21 September
Spring

TBA 
October
 

 SATURDAY 9 November
Annual Marymead  
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For more information about any of our events, visit our website marymead.org/events or call us on 1800 427 920

Upcoming Events 
AT MARYMEAD 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE 

Hosted by the 
Marymead Auxiliary

Hosted by the Marymead Auxiliary

GARAGE   
&  PLANT

GARAGE   
&  PLANT

GARAGE   
&  PLANT

SALE

SALE

SALE

CARD &   
GAMES  DAY

CLEARANCE
Saturday 6th April

Due to our move back to 
Narrabundah in June we will 
not be able to accept donations 
at the Rheinberger Centre, 
Yarralumla after 6 April.

GARAGE & PLANT 
SALE 

ALL STOCK
MUST  GO!

Help us attempt a World Record  
for the most players in a netball  
exhibition match!

Get your team together now!

For more information email:  
tnaturnspink@tuggeranongnetball.com.au
tuggeranongna.act.netball.com.au

SATURDAY  
1st June

Raising money for our charities  

IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
THE VIKINGS GROUP

Be Part of History

TNA Turns Pink 4!

Display Village  
Grand Opening



MARYMEAD IS A CATHOLIC AGENCY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CANBERRA AND GOULBURN. ABN 90 677 510 841   

CANBERRA  
CNR WESTON & LOCH  
STS YARRALUMLA  
PHONE 1800 427 920

GOULBURN  
32 VERNER ST  
GOULBURN 
PHONE 02 4827 1600

WAGGA WAGGA  
49 BEST ST  
WAGGA WAGGA 
PHONE 0429 510 034

MORUYA  
CNR CAMPBELL &  
PAGE STS MORUYA 
PHONE 0406 375 247

marymead.org.au JOIN US ON

1800 427 920  /  enquiries@marymead.org.au If you would like to be removed from our mailing list please contact us on 1800 427 920 or via email at 
programs@marymead.org.au or write to us at P0 BOX 4260 Kingston ACT 2604.

Some of our 
supporters… 

Support those who support us!

FYSHWICK ACT
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