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an update on how they are going can be 
found later on in the newsletter.

While on the subject of our redevelopment, 
this month we will be launching a 
significant fundraising initiative, 
Marymead’s ‘Buy-A-Brick’ Campaign, an 
appeal with a target of over $1.3 million to 
fund the construction of two of the three 
care cottages planned for the site. Please 
watch this space regarding this important 
appeal as we are hoping many of our 
existing supporters will get behind this and 
buy a brick or any number of bricks to assist 
us with construction. And of course each 
contributor’s donation will be recognised at 
the redeveloped site.

Our changes are not limited to the Canberra 
region. As a result of Marymead’s rapid 
growth and expansion of services within 
the Riverina area we have moved into larger 
premises, also within walking distance to 
the Town Centre. Our new Wagga Wagga 
office was officially opened by Mr Brad 
Wotton from the NSW Family and 
Community Services who also provided an 
overview of recent changes within the 
sector including the implementation of the 
Permanency Support Program, one of the 
most significant changes to the child 

protection and out-of-home care (foster care) 
system in decades in NSW. I would like to 
formally recognise and extend my thanks to 
our Permanency Program staff team for their 
hard work on the transition to the new 
Permanency Program and for the preparation 
and successful result from an extensive audit 
by the Office of the Children's Guardian 
(OCG) NSW. 

This official Wagga Wagga office opening 
took place on the tenth anniversary of the 
then Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s formal 
apology to Australia’s Indigenous peoples 
on 13 February 2008, the National Apology to 
the Stolen Generations. We felt that this day 
in our history was also the perfect time to 
officially launch our ‘Stretch’ Reconciliation 
Plan, the next phase in our continuing 
reconciliation journey.

Thursday 15 March was another important 
day for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples with National Close the Gap Day, a 
campaign run by Oxfam and Reconciliation 
Australia to highlight the gap in health and 
life expectancy between Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and other 
Australians. To mark this important day 
Marymead held a morning tea with staff and 
volunteers at our various locations.

Dear friends of Marymead,

The start of the year has seen Marymead 
focus on ensuring that we have in place 
sufficient facilities to deliver all our services 
including some major changes to our  
Canberra and Wagga Wagga sites. The 
redevelopment of our primary site in 
Narrabundah is on track for the build of the 
retirement village, our Marymead Centre 
and one care cottage to be completed in July 
2019. The last of our services to relocate was 
the mulch horticultural social enterprise 
which has now successfully moved to the 
Hedley Beare Centre in Stirling. Photos and 

From the CEO

1 FROM 
THE CEO 2 FROM THE 

EDITOR 3 PROGRAM 
NEWS 6 NEXGEN 

NEWS5 OTHER 
NEWS 7 MARYMEAD 

AUXILIARY 8 SUPPORT MARYMEAD  
& OUR SPONSORSIn this Issue

Camilla Rowland

MARYMEAD / CANBERRA / COOMA / GOULBURN / MORUYA / QUEANBEYAN / WAGGA WAGGA / YASS / YOUNG

MARYMEAD

APPEAL
BUY-A-BRICK 



Hi there,

Welcome to the first edition of Marymedia for 2018. It has been a huge year 
already for Marymead, with much more planned for the second half of the year!

Firstly, I would like to start by saying how much we value all our supporters, those 
who donate financially to us and others who give up their valuable time for the 
clients we support, both directly and indirectly. We are so grateful for everything 
you do for us, big and small, all of which make such a difference. We wouldn’t be 
able to provide the level of support to vulnerable families in our community 
without you so thank you. 

While I'm on the topic of how wonderful you all are, we would just like to say a 
special thank you for the support we received over the Christmas period. As 
always we were blown away by the generosity of individuals and organisations. 
We were so blessed with the community’s kindness that we had a sufficient 
number of gifts for our clients and were also able to pass some on to smaller local 
charities, delivering an even bigger reach with more children (and carers) able to 
open presents on Christmas Day. 

Already this year we have had four very successful events! On Saturday  
10 February and Saturday 14 April we had two of our Garage and Plant Sales 
organised by our much loved Auxiliary. Even in our new location they are 
remaining as popular as ever with a total of over $9,000 being raised over  
these two days. 

On Wednesday 21 March the Marymead Auxiliary held their 
annual Tennis Day to raise valuable funds to support 
Marymead. Attendees played games of tennis at various 
locations around Canberra before joining together at 
Marymead’s Yarralumla location for lunch and to celebrate the 
winners from the morning.

And finally we had the Canberra Outlet Centre Charity Race Day 
on Saturday 24 March which was a huge success, raising 
$39,000 to go towards building a therapeutic playground at 

the Narrabundah site. Thank you to everyone who supported the event, in 
particular our amazing NEXGEN volunteers!

Now to the year ahead…. First and foremost we will see the launch of Marymead’s 
biggest fundraising appeal to date. We need your help to build two of the three 
care cottages at our Narrabundah site which is currently being redeveloped. Once 
complete the care cottages will provide much needed short-term accommodation 
for children and families both in the ACT and from regional areas of NSW. The 
needs of the children will vary but will include emergency and crisis 
accommodation for vulnerable children, respite accommodation for young 
people with disabilities and a place to call home, even for a short period, for those 
children who have recently left hospital as well as their families who have 
travelled from regional areas to access services in the ACT. Our target is $1.3 
million. We know this is a lot of money but we also know from the generosity 
shown by our supporters in the past that the community will get behind this 
appeal to give children with nowhere else to go a roof over their head. Keep your 
eyes peeled for details soon.

I hope you enjoy this edition of Marymedia and thank you again for your support!

Take care,
Cass Scutt 
Editor
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Our Counselling & Education Unit has recently 
undergone a significant restructure to provide 
stronger focus on linking parenting and family 
skills development services, as well as parents 
and children counselling services. This change 
will ensure improved pathways for family clients 
facing complex issues.

The Marymead Autism Centre has further 
developed its services and undergone some 
rebranding to reflect this as you will see later on 
in the newsletter. This is the first step towards 
the growth of the Autism Centre in Canberra and 
regional areas of NSW. I hope to be able to bring 
you some exciting news in the next edition!

I am delighted to announce the signing of Capitol 
Chilled Foods as our newest corporate partner, 
a sponsorship that will provide us with much 
needed funds and discounted products, both of 
which will assist in the delivery of our programs 
and services in Canberra and throughout the 
Southern and Western regions of NSW. Capitol 
Chilled Foods produces and distributes products 
to customers both here in the ACT under the 
Canberra Milk brand and within similar regional 
NSW areas that Marymead services under the 
Dairy Farmers brand. We look forward to a long 
and mutually beneficial association with Capitol 
Chilled Foods.

This month we 
farewelled Jenny Peisley 
and honoured her for 
22 years of service to 
Marymead. Over this 
time Jenny worked with 
supervised contact 
teams, lead the work on 

the delivery of the Black Mountain after school 
care and holiday program, worked in our short-
term accommodation program with children and 
young people with disabilities and assisted with 
numerous initiatives. Jenny has been a quiet 
achiever who is highly respected by all the staff 
team and has established wonderful rapport 
and working relationships with our clients and 
their carers. Jenny said that she had worked with 
eight CEOs and many wonderful staff members 
over the years and has organised to come back to 
serve as one of our volunteers! 

Last but not least I would like to sincerely thank 
the Marymead Auxiliary and NEXGEN for their 
enormous fundraising efforts over the past year, 
raising close to $100,000 for programs and 
equipment. One of the most exciting of these is 
the new therapeutic playground where $39,000 
raised by NEXGEN at the Marymead Race Day will 
go towards the build of the playground at the new 
Narrabundah Centre.

Camilla Rowland 
Chief Executive Officer

From the Editor

LEFT: (L-R) Father Tony Percy (Board Member), Helen Gardner (Living 
Skills/Community Participation Unit Manager), Jenny Peisley, Camilla 
Rowland (CEO), Kelly Steele (Accommodation Services Unit Manager). 
ABOVE: Knight Frank Christmas Giving Tree



Wow!! The Marymead Autism Centre 
has a brand new look!
Monday 2 April was World Autism Awareness Day and to 
celebrate the Marymead Autism Centre launched our new 
branding which included a new website which is now live! 
Features include access to the library catalogue and a  
database of providers and events calendar. Scan the QR code 
and check it out for all the latest information on social groups, 
support groups, access days, training, information and other 
community activities. 

The rebranding is the first step towards the growth of the 
Autism Centre in Canberra and regional areas of NSW.

The Marymead Autism Centre currently provides  
the following services:
• Information, referrals and support 
• NDIS pre-planning, support coordination  

and plan management 
• Early Days workshops 
• Support and social groups 
• Community awareness and access days 
• Tailored training 
• Autism library and book boxes 

For more information about the  
Marymead Autism Centre please  
phone 1800 427 920, 
email autism@marymead.org.au  
or visit marymeadautismcentre.org.au

News from the Programs

THE mulch MOVE
MARYMEAD AUTISM CENTRE
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The move to Stirling has been a long and complex process.  
The new site which is collocated with ACT Education, is still under 
development with progress being made each week. We are all 
extremely happy with our new location and feel welcomed into 
the area, with lots of keen interest from the wider community.  
We are all very excited with the potential the new site brings to 
the enterprise and in the coming months we plan to have a surge 
of activity and development of the garden.

The mulch participants have done an amazing job helping 
move sites and setting up the new garden. Participants have 
maintained relationships with community partners and have built 
new connections with some of the local community at the new 
site. The setup of the new site will bring many opportunities for 
participants to try new tasks and expand on their skills. 

The participants have been working hard making temporary 
garden beds to plant some summer vegetables including 
tomatoes, corn, zucchini, silverbeet, basil and capsicum.  
We have also had some tomatoes and melon plants self-seed 
from compost that was brought from the Narrabundah site!

In late February the chook house was lifted into the orchard but  
still requires reconstruction work to get it back to a useable 
standard. We are hoping to have this completed and our new 
chooks in their relocated home before the end of the month. 
Participants have shown a keen interest in the poultry care  
since it was introduced to the scope of work at mulch.  
We hope to continue this interest and build on participant  
skills and engagement. 

Compost production has continued at the new site with 
participants still accessing the community regularly to collect 
green waste from Organic Energy, St Edmunds College and  
King & Wood Mallesons law firm. 

For more information about mulch please phone 1800 427 920  
or email mulch@marymead.org.au
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PARENTING SKILLS FOR DADS
A group for Dads to explore the role of 
fathers in the lives of their children, 
understanding the developmental and 
emotional needs of children and young 
people through the lens of attachment 
and strengthening positive family 
relationships.
COST  

$80 / $40 conc.  
Light dinner provided

Four Monday evenings 

4 June to 25 June 
(INCLUSIVE)

5.30pm–8.00pm

Yarralumla Uniting 
Church 
Denman Street, 
Yarralumla

PARENTING SKILLS FOR MUMS
A group for Mums to explore the role of 
mothers in the lives of their children, 
understanding the developmental and 
emotional needs of children and young 
people through the lens of attachment 
and strengthening positive family 
relationships.
COST

$80 / $40 conc.  
Coffee and tea provided

Four Thursday mornings

10 May to 31 May 
(INCLUSIVE)

10.00am–12.30pm

Marymead 
Corner Loch and Weston 
Streets, Yarralumla

PARENTING AFTER SEPARATION
A group for parents who have separated 
from their partner. This group assists 
parents to explore the specific 
complexities of parenting children and 
young people, post separation.
COST

$80 / $40 conc.  
Coffee and tea provided

Four Thursday mornings

7 June to 28 June 
(INCLUSIVE)

10.00am–12.30pm

Weston Community Hub 
Parentline Room,  
Gritten Street, Weston

Marymead’s Family Skills Program aims to improve  
parenting skills and strengthen family relationships.  
For more information or to make a booking please call 
1800 427 920 or email familyskills@marymead.org.au
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The Boundless Buddies Program has now moved back to the 
newly redeveloped Boundless Playground after temporarily 
relocating to the Black Mountain Peninsular Playground.

Children of all abilities, their parents, grandparents and carers 
are invited to join Marymead and ACT Playgroups every Monday 
from 10.00am to 11.30am for fun, therapeutic play activities for 
children. The Boundless Buddies Program is regularly visited 
by a skilled and qualified professional, providing support, 
information and referral for parents in regards to their children’s 
development.

No bookings required. For more information please  
visit marymead.org.au, boundlesscanberra.org.au  
or phone Marymead on 1800 427 920.

BOUNDLESS BUDDIES 

FAMILY SKILLS
Upcoming Group Courses
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News from the Programs

PERMANENCY PROGRAM

To align with the changes to the out-of-home care system 
made by the NSW Government, the Foster Care Program 
has now changed their name to the Permanency Program.

permanent home for the child or young person.  While there has 
been a lot of change with the program recently, our focus still 
remains to ensure as many children and young people have a 
safe and permanent place to call home.

For more information on the Permanency Program please  
call 1800 427 920 or email fcinfo@marymead.org.au

Along with the name change the Program has done a huge 
amount of work restructuring their processes and systems 
to ensure the work they do is consistent with the new 
Permanency Principles.

The program still includes foster care but now has a stronger 
focus on restoration support (where safe, supporting the 
child and birth parents to stay together) and adoption 
and guardianship, all with the common goal of creating a 

mailto:familyskills%40marymead.org.au?subject=
http://marymead.org.au
http://boundlesscanberra.org.au
mailto:fcinfo%40marymead.org.au%20?subject=


The Wagga Wagga team has moved into larger premises  
at a new location! 

Thank you to everyone who came along to the opening of the 
office on Tuesday 13 February.  

The office was officially opened by Brad Wotton, Manager, 
Commissioning & Planning, Murrumbidgee, at NSW Family and 
Community Services who also provided an overview of recent 
changes within the sector including the implementation of the 
Permanency Support Program.

We were also delighted to have used this opportunity to launch 
our new Stretch Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) with  
the help of Aunty Gail. A copy of our RAP can be found on our 
website, marymead.org.au

The office can now be found at 49 Best Street, Wagga Wagga.

Do you know about  
My Health Record?

We are excited to announce our latest corporate partner – Capitol 
Chilled Foods! This is a perfect fit for Marymead, not only in 
geographical footprint but both organisations share a strong 
alignment in mission and values. Capitol Chilled Foods will be 
supporting Marymead in various ways over the next three years 
and we are delighted to welcome them to the Marymead family. 
As always we encourage you to support those who support us!

WAGGA WAGGA  
OFFICE OPENING 

CAPITOL CHILLED  
FOODS PARTNERSHIP
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Other News

be digitally stored in one place, allowing 
you access to a summary of your health 
record when you need it.

My Health Record can provide many 
valuable benefits for Australians. You 
don’t need to remember the dates of 
tests or medicine names or dosages, 
as you can access them online through 
the My Health Record website, and you 
can also nominate and give access to 

relatives to assist you to manage your health. 
In an emergency or when travelling, your 
healthcare information is available in one 
place and easily accessible by doctors, 
specialists or hospitals. 

There will be a three-month 'window' 
announced later this year when people who 
choose not to have a My Health Record can 
opt out of the program (and you can cancel 
your record at any time if you later decide you 
don’t want to have one).

For further information on and to  
register for My Health Record, visit  
myhealthrecord.gov.au or ask your GP  
for more information. 

My Health Record is here and by the end of 
2018, a My Health Record will be created 
for every Australian, unless they choose 
not to have one. 

So what is a My Health Record?

Simply put, having a My Health Record 
means your important health information 
such as allergies, current conditions and 
treatments, medicine details, pathology 
reports or diagnostic imaging reports can 

Reconciliation Action Plan 
JULY 2017 – AUGUST 2020

The Narrabundah redevelopment is well underway. All programs  
have now moved offsite and all the buildings have been  
demolished, aside from the Cassell's Building which will remain,  
ready for the build to start.

We will keep you up to date with how the redevelopment is going over 
the year and look forward to welcoming you to the site mid-2019.

NARRABUNDAH REDEVELOPMENT UPDATE

BELOW: (L-R) David Tyack, Managing Director - Capitol Chilled Foods 
(Australia) and Jeff Griffiths, Marketing Manager – Marymead

http://marymead.org.au
https://www.myhealthrecord.gov.au/
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NEXGEN
NEXGEN has been going from strength to strength, 
recently donating $35,000 to Marymead! 

On Saturday 24 March, NEXGEN had their biggest fundraising event of 
the year - the Canberra Outlet Centre Charity Race Day! The event was 
a great success raising $39,000 to go towards building a therapeutic 
playground at our Narrabundah site. This is the most Marymead has ever 
raised from an event so well done NEXGEN! Tanya Dendrinos, WIN News 
weather presenter and journalist did a wonderful job as our MC for the day. 
A special thank you to the Canberra Outlet Centre who supported us again 
this year as the major sponsor and to our all our race sponsors, Holcim, 
Astral Float Studio, Canberra Toyota, Capital Air Heating & Cooling and 
Synergy. Thank you all for your continued support!

After many years as an important member of NEXGEN, our wonderful Zoe 
Winters has decided to step back from having an active role within the 
group. We would like to wish Zoe every success for the future and say a 
massive thank you for all the support Zoe has given to Marymead over the 
years. We will miss you!

We would like to say a huge thank you to this amazing group of volunteers, 
we are so grateful for their continued support. Thank you NEXGEN!
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One great 
brand after 
the next.

Open 7 Days 10am - 6pm

Cnr of Newcastle St & Canberra Ave,

 Fyshwick

(02) 6112 6222

canberraoutletcentre.com.au

facebook.com/canberraoutletcentre

Visit www.canberraoutletcentre.com.au for more details.
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News

NEXGEN raises valuable funds and awareness of our services within our 
younger community with events such as the Race Day and Cocktails for a 
Cause. If someone you know is interested in events and  fundraising and 
wants to make new friends please contact volunteering@marymead.org.au

We are currently 
recruiting new 

NEXGEN members! 

mailto:volunteering%40marymead.org.au?subject=


MONDAY 23 July 10.00am

MARYMEAD’S

CARD &   
GAMES  DAY
ROYAL CANBERRA GOLF CLUB, YARRALUMLA

As usual the Auxiliary have had a busy start to the year, already holding three 
extremely successful events, including two Garage & Plant Sales.

On Wednesday 21 March they held their annual Tennis Day, another fantastic and 
successful event. Attendees played games of tennis at various locations around 
Canberra before joining together at Marymead’s Yarralumla location for lunch and to 
celebrate the winners from the morning. A big thank you to everyone who supported 
the event and special congratulations to all the winners!

Our wonderful Auxiliary has again blown us away with their efforts, presenting 
Marymead with a cheque for $63,000 at their Annual General Meeting on  
Thursday 1 March. Such a brilliant result for all their hard work over the year!

A simple thank you does not seem enough for our amazing Auxiliary. Words can’t 
express how much we value the many hours of work and support the Auxiliary give 
Marymead, we are so grateful for everything they do for us!
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News

Congratulations to Cathi Moore!
We have so many amazing Auxiliary members but on this 
occasion we would like to acknowledge one particular 
member, Cathi Moore.

Cathi Moore was recently recognised as the ACT Senior 
Woman of the Year for her work in community service 
organisations and government boards for more than 
three decades. Cathi has served as president of YWCA 
Canberra and as treasurer of YWCA Australia. In her roles 

at YWCA she campaigned for a 30 per cent quota for women under 30 years old in 
governance positions at a national and local level. 

In addition to Cathi’s amazing 20 plus years contribution to the Marymead Auxiliary 
which includes several years as President and Vice President, Cathi also served on 
Marymead’s Board from 2009 to 2012. We are extremely proud to have Cathi as part 
of the Marymead family. Well done Cathi!

VOLUNTEERING 
Well isn’t this exciting?! Marymead’s 
volunteering is expanding. We’ve had 
another 10 new recruits in 2018 including 
three new NEXGEN members and valuable 
volunteers assisting in our Permanency 
Program, Boundless Buddies Program, 
Systems and Administration Unit and a 
couple of Versatile Volunteers. Welcome 
to one and all of you, we really value your 
contributions. To you and our existing 
volunteers, your time and effort makes an 
amazing difference to the lives of those 
who need our services so THANK YOU!

Marymead is looking to expand its NEXGEN 
base both in the ACT and the view of 
establishing a NEXGEN in Wagga Wagga. If 
you have an interest in event coordination 
and fundraising, contact us to find out 
how you can contribute! Volunteering is a 
great way to meet new people, help those 
in need, experience new things and give a 
little back to your community.

To find out more about our current 
opportunities, check out our website at 
marymead.org.au/volunteering or contact 
the Student Placement and Volunteer 
Coordinator on 1800 427 920 or email 
volunteering@marymead.org.au

“As you grow older, you 
will discover that you 
have two hands — one 
for helping yourself, the 
other for helping others.”

AUDREY HEPBURN

BELOW: (L-R) Graeme Shearman  
(Director of Corporate Services), Libby Amiel 
(Auxiliary Treasurer), Camilla Rowland (CEO) 

and Lorraine Jansen (Auxiliary President)

http://marymead.org.au/volunteering
mailto:volunteering%40marymead.org.au?subject=


Just some of  
our supporters… 

FYSHWICK ACT

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERSHIP  
Marymead acknowledges the traditional custodians of country throughout Australia 
and their continuing connection to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to 
them and their cultures, and to the elders both past and present.

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list please contact us on  
1800 427 920 or via email at programs@marymead.org.au or write to us at  
PO BOX 4260 Kingston ACT 2604.

MARYMEAD IS A CATHOLIC AGENCY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CANBERRA AND GOULBURN. ABN 90 677 510 841   

CANBERRA  
CNR WESTON & LOCH  
STS YARRALUMLA  
PHONE 1800 427 920

GOULBURN  
32 VERNER ST  
GOULBURN 
PHONE 02 4827 1600

WAGGA WAGGA  
49 BEST ST  
WAGGA WAGGA 
PHONE 0429 510 034

MORUYA  
CNR CAMPBELL &  
PAGE STS MORUYA 
PHONE 0406 375 247marymead.org.au 

JOIN US ON

TOYOTA 
MEANS BUSINESS

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR MARYMEAD

PHILLIP
160 Melrose Drive
02 6222 1800

FYSHWICK
44 Wollongong St
02 6222 1900

GUNGAHLIN (Used Cars only)

4 O’Brien Place
02 6123 4600

BELCONNEN
1 Josephson St
02 6222 1700
www.canberratoyota.com.au | DL 17000219

Canberra Toyota, proud partner of Marymead, is offering all staff members an exclusive 
offer on any new or used car.

Special Partnership Benefits

Preferential pricing equivalent to national; fleet pricing on all new cars
Preferential pricing on all used cars. 
Free floor mats
Free loan car whenever booking a service
Free accident assist and VIP breakdown service for the life if our car.
Competitive and transparent finance products through Toyota finance including 
novated leasing and motor vehicle insurance options

Also, with the advent of the Toyota Means Business end of  
financial year sale, you will receive the following:

Simply show us or mention this ad to claim the offer. 

If you purchase a car by the 10 May 2018, you will 
receive a FREE $500 Caltex Fuel Card.

PHONE 1800 427 920  
FAX 02 6295 9944 
enquiries@marymead.org.au

Support those who support us!

mailto:programs%40marymead.org.au?subject=
mailto:enquiries%40marymead.org.au?subject=

